Thailand Domestic Tobacco Products 1939

[t is not clear when Thailand first started taxing tobacco, but in July 1932 an
amendment to the Royal Customs Taxation Rate Schedule added imported
tobacco and tobacco products. An amendment in 1933 placed the imported

tobacco products in the 60% rate schedule.

The first Royal Tobacco Act was signed on March22, 1939. This act involved
the growing of tobacco, control of the farmers and control of the sales to only
licensed curing facilities and licensed factories. It also mentioned the first stamps.
The first 3 tobacco stamps were announced on March 25, 1939 and are the TB-1/3
The TB-1 shown below was described as 2 x 3.5 centimeters in size. There is an
image of a WaYuPhak bird in a circular frame.. Above the bird the words "Ministry
of Finance" and below the bird a Thai numeral 3. There is a decorative green leaf
design, the paper is slight yellow. The words "Revenue Set One 3 Satang" are
printed in black across the stamp

TB-1

3 satang set 1



Thailand Domestic Tobacco Products 1939

On May 2, 1939 the first 2 satang value tobacco stamp was announced, the TH-04.
They are 1.50 x 12 centimer in size. The center has a WaYuPhak bird in a circular
frame. Also in this circle are the words "Ministry of Finance". Below the bird is a
Thai number 4. The decorative pattern on the stamps is in purple and the paper is
yellow. Across the stamp "Revenue Set One 2 Satang" is printed in purple.

Pack of Trumpeter cigarettes
with a partial 2 satng stamp

TB-4

Pack of Three Pagodas cigarettes. Partial remnant of a 2 satang.
stamp. Also a partial Japanese type stamp indicating WW2 period




Thailand Domestic Tobacco Products 1939

On July 7, 1939, three and ten satang value stamps were announced.

The 3 satang TB-6 stamp is 1.20 x 12 centimeter in size. There is a WaYuPhak bird
in a circular frame with above the words, "Ministry of Finance”. There is a Thai
numeral 3 below the bird. The decorative pattern is in green on slight yellow paper.
The words "Revenue Set Two 3 Satang" are in green along the length of the stamp.

A pack of Four Aces cigarettes. with a quite complete
3 satang TB-6 stamp. The partial stamp on the tray is
from a different pack.



Thailand Domestic Tobacco Products 1939

On March 3, 1943, the production of cigars and cigarettes became a state monopoly.
Fresh tobacco leaves could only be sold to state licensed curing companies. Cured
tobacco leaves could only be sold to the newly formed Thailand Tobacco Monopoly.
Untill May 17, 1943, only revenue stamps were used for tax purposes. However due
to ink and paper shortages in the war time, the Excise Department gave permission
to use rubber hand-stamp markings on the packages. The first hand-stamp was
allowed on two different cigarette brands, "Box" and "Three Stupas”

On October 21, 1943, three additional cigarette brands were approved to use a
different hand-stamp. This rubber stamp has a 3 x 1 cm rectangle enclosing a circle.
Inside the circle is a WaYuPhak bird with above the bird the word "Excise
Department” and below it a Thai numeral 5. To the left of the bird "Revenue” and
to the right either 2 satang, 3 satang or 4 satang.
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Pack of The Plough cigarettes with 3 satang
handstamp in purple on the tray.

Over the years, several different styles og hand-stamps were used, but most of them
were never officially announced. The end of the use of hand-stamps was in 1971
when the Thailand Tobacco Monopoly started to print on the packages the logo

of the Excise Department.



Thailand Domestic Tobacco Products 1939

The following hand-stamp is believed to be from the early 1950's. It is quite similar

with the known hand-stamp used for the Government charity program. Support for
Health and Education, abbreviated KSS. This program did run from 1953 - 1963.
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Pack of Royal Standard cigarettes with 3 satang
hand-stamp in purple.

The following handstamp on the Samit package is believed to be from early 1960's
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Package of Samit cigarettes with purple 5 satangl{and—stamps



I narland bomestic 1obacco Products 1939 ~

The following hand-stamps on the Royal Standard cigarette packages is believed
to be from the early 1970's. The stamps look very similar to the printed seals on the
packages the Thailand Tobacco Monopoly started to print in 1971. The hand-stamp
shows the logo of the Excise Department with below it in a half circular ribbon the

words "Tobacco Stamp Costs Already Paid". There are two versions of the
hand-stamp visible in the size of the ribbon.
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Pack of Royal Standard cigarettes with Excise
Department hand-stamp in blue.
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Pack of Royal Standard cigarettes with Excise
Department hand-stamp in blue.




Thailand Import Tobacco Cigarettes Provisionals 1980

The following 2 stamps are unusual. They are not described in any Royal Gazette
announcement. They are printed in red on white paper, the printing is not sharp
and appears to be done locally. The medallion is not centered on the stamp.

[t contains an image of the WaYuPhak bird with inscription on top "Ministry of
Finance". On the right above the 4 horizontal lines reads "Tobacco Monopoly"
and below the lines reads "Excise Department", Two values have been
seen the 2.50 and the 3.00 baht. Looking at the various tax rates announced,
the only time when they could be used was after the May 22, 1980. This 1980
announcement states a rate of 50 satang per gram weight. So the best guess
is that these stamps are provisional stamps used when waiting for thefinal stamps.
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Double Ace cigarettes with 2.50 baht sfamp



Thailand Import Tobacco Cigarettes Provisionals 1980

Import cigarettes provisional stamps

Three Castles cigarettes with 3.00 baht stamp 2

TB-0240.B




—

Thailand Import Tobacco Products 1951

On January 24, 1951 the first new tobacco tax stamps in 7 years were issued.
They consist out of 6 values, The 1,2, 3,4, 5 and 10 satang. The middle
of the stamp shows a WayuPhak birds with above Ministry of Finance and
Excise Department and below it the words in Thai, Country of Thailand.
To the left of the stamp are the words Tobacco Stamp and to the right the

value also in Thai is given. To the extreme right in the square box is written,

Type 1 or Type 2 or Type 3.
Type 1 is for tobacco packages produced in a factory in Thailand

Type 2 is for cigarettes or loose tobacco made by very small manufacturers.
Type 3 is for imported tobacco for which the excise department has given
a license. All the stamps shown are coming from the De La Rue archives

what accounts for their pristine condition.
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2 satang Type 3

The 1 satang stamp Type 3 for import has never been seen and was also not
part of the De La Rue archives.



Tobacco 1950, imported Type 3

The first post-war tobacco stamps were issued on Jan 24, 1950.
There are 3 stamp types indicated by a number at the right end of the stamp
Type 1, for tobacco products domestically produced by large factories.
Type 2, for tobacco products, produced in Thailand by smaller factories.
Type 3, for imported tobacco products.

Type 3

2 Satang
3 Satang

5 Satang
10 Satang




Tobacco 1950, domestically produced in small factories Type 2
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color of the stamps.

Margina blocks of Type 2

There is no printer name,
only a value in the printed

Tobacco 1ssues 1951
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Tobacco 1950, domestically produced in large factories Type 1

Type 1

1 Satang
2 Satang
3 Satang
4 Satang
5 Satang
10 Satang
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Tobacco 1956, domestically produced in small factories

Below fragment has 2 used tobacco stamps attached. The 5 satang green is from
the 1950 issue. The Thai 2 on the right hand side indicates it was used by a small
factory. However the 3 satang pink stamp was never announced in the Royal Gazette.
It differs from the next issue 1957 tobacco stamps by having a different wavy pattern
and the 1957 stamps do not longer have a Thai number on the right hand side.
For the 1957 issued stamps, Thomas De I.a Rue did not have any samples of the
3 satang stamps in the archives. The first archival 3 satang stamps arc shown below
with Specimen overprints. They are printed in 1960 and have the same non standard
pattern design as the 1956 issued stamp. and do not longer have a Thai number 2.

Used on paper tragment

3 satang pirk. very rare 1956
5 satang green, 1950 issue
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3 satang pink, 1960 issue, Specimen



Thailand Import Tobacco Products 1956 and 1967

On May 18, 1956, 3 new tobacco stamps were issued, the largest tobacco stamps
to date. The TB-42 and TB-43 printed in brown on white paper with the values of
14 and 23 satang. The TB-44 printed in dark blue on white paper with value of 5
satang. On the left of the stamps is printed in Thai Tobacco stamp Type 3 and on
the right is the value in Thai numerals. Type 3 stamds for imported tobacco.

TB-44

HE naaudgrduds an m jf

Type Juvsiss 5 satang

On January 10, 1967, 2 new tobacco stamps for import were announced.
From the announcement it is clear that these 2 stamps the TB-90 and TB-90a,
are similar stamps as the TB-42/44 above. However on the left of the stamp
is written in Thai "Foreign Tobacco Stamp" and the value on the right side
of the stamp are cancelled by paired lines printed in black. These stamps are
for affixing to packages of shredded or other tobacco products imported by
the government tobacco factory.

TB-90

cancelled on 5 satang



Tobacco Import 1957 with KSS Logo

The Support for Education and Public Health program, abbreviated KSS, was
initiated in July 1952, The first official stamps for this program were the so called
Standing Nurse stamps. It is believed that around 1957, the KSS program was
extended to tobacco products. Below stamps is originally a 5 satang stamp for
imported tobacco issued in 1956. Around 1957, a square handstamp with the
KSS logo and 5(?) satang was added. The 5 satang possible the additional
surcharge to support the KSS program. The stamp below with handstamp is a
provissional stamp, later on tobacco stamps were introduced with the KSS wordings
printed on them.
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Tobacco S satang plus 5 satang surcharge with KSS handstamp.



Thailand Domestic Tobacco Products 1957

On November 29, 1957, 6 new design Tobacco stamps were issued.
They were exclusively for use by small scale producers. Each value
has a different wavy pattern design, printed by Bradbury-Wilkinson.
The values printed were 1 satang red, 2 satang orange, 3 satang pink,
4 satang green, 5 satang purple and 10 satang blue. The 1 satang value
was not part of the values in the archives, below is a block as issued.

Top margin block of 1 satang, as issued
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Thailand Domestic Tobacco Products 1957

On November 29, 1957, 6 new design Tobacco stamps were issued.
They were exclusively for use by small scale producers. Each value
has a different wavy pattern design. The outer circle around the WayuPhak
bird is 12 mm in diameter and the star design in the left and right of the circle
is 3 mm long. They were printed by Bradbury-Wilkinson in England.
The values printed were 1 satang red, 2 satang orange, 3 satang pink,

4 satang green, 5 satang purple and 10 satang blue. There were multiple
sheets in the archives including many specimen overprints. These stamps
were re-printed several times till in 1967 new Domestic use stamps
were issued. There are also some specimen showing the date of printing.
Most of these stamps in my collection come from the archives.

TB-47

Top margin block of 2 satang

TB-51
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Top margin block of 10 satang
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